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Utsjoki - Northern Lights at the Top of Finland

HOLIDAY TYPE: Small Group
VISITING: Finland

BROCHURE CODE: 26027
DURATION: 4 nights

In Brief

Our Opinion

Nestled at the very top of Finland,
Utsjoki is the image of a wild winter
wonderland. During this 4-night stay,
you’ll gain a greater insight into the
region and the local Sámi traditions.
Your nights will take full advantage of
the remote location and dark skies with
dedicated Northern Lights hunts.

Wild, traditional, remote and almost mystical,
Utsjoki is situated in the northernmost corner of Finnish
Lapland. Life here is slower and far simpler and at
night, when both darkness and silence falls over the
fells and the Aurora shimmers in the pitch black sky,
you can very well understand why the Sámi people
consider this area to be of sacred significance.
Ali Mclean

Speak to us on 01670 785 012
bookings@theaurorazone.com

www.theaurorazone.com

PAGE 2

What's included?
ALL OF THE ACTIVITIES AND SERVICES LISTED BELOW ARE INCLUDED IN THE HOLIDAY PRICE
• Flights
Flights: return from London to Ivalo (either direct or via Helsinki depending on departure
date). Regional and non-UK departures available on request (flight routes are subject to
change)
• Transfers
Transfers: return group airport transfers
• Accommodation
Accommodation: 4 nights in a standard double or twin hotel room
• Meals
Meals: 4 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 4 dinners
• Activities
Activities: snowshoeing, Northern Lights hunt x 3, reindeer safari and local culture (order of
activities subject to change)
• Cold weather clothing for the duration of your stay
• Fully qualified wilderness guides and instructors during activities

Trip Overview
Utsjoki is the only Finnish municipality where the indigenous Sámi people still represent the majority
of the human population yet even they are outnumbered by reindeer. That’s the nature of this last
stop before you reach Norway. It is dominated by nature not human activity and remains steeped in
tradition and mysticism.
Utsjoki isn’t your archetypal Lapland. This far north, you won’t find snowy forests or gentle lakes. The
terrain here is much harsher than it is further south but there is a wild beauty to the gently rolling fells
which surround the town of Utsjoki. What’s more, in Sámi culture, three of those fells still have
“ailigas” or “sacred place” status.
Situated a couple of kilometres from Utsjoki and sheltered from the town’s very little artificial light the
Holiday Village Valle Hotel is an ideal base from which to explore and hunt for the Aurora. There’s
some thought gone into the positioning of the accommodation with all the hotel rooms and the
cabins enjoying a northerly aspect. The views by day are of the Teno River and that’s Norway on the
opposite bank.
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At night, the dark Arctic sky can offer up spectacular displays of the Northern Lights and it is entirely
possible to enjoy them from the warmth of your room.
Your holiday in Utsjoki is not all about hunting for the Northern Lights and there will be plenty to
occupy you during the daylight hours. Included in the itinerary is an introduction to some of Finland’s
most popular winter activities.
Snowshoeing, in particular, is a popular pastime for the locals and incredibly enjoyable once you get
the hang of it and are enjoying the snowy trails.
Given the strong Sámi traditions in Utsjoki, spending time with the reindeer is an absolute must do
during your time in this small community. You will visit a local farm, meet the reindeer gain an insight
into the remarkable tradition of reindeer herding and how it has helped the Sámi to live in such harsh
winter conditions. This will be followed by a short safari where you can sit back and enjoy the scenery
while the reindeer do the leg work.
The winter months bring long dark nights and the Aurora Borealis is a regular visitor in these parts.
Utsjoki’s location north of the Arctic Circle makes it a prime spot for Northern Lights hunting and we
have included three Aurora hunts in the programme.
Experiencing this natural phenomenon as it dances above the winter fells is, without any doubt, one
of life’s greatest moments.

Image credits: Holiday Village Valle and Klaus Peter Kappest

Agenda
Please note the order of activities is subject to change
DAY
1

ARRIVAL

Following your flight into Ivalo, you will be transferred to your accommodation in Utsjoki,
approximately a two-hour drive away. The northern skies are visible all the way to your destination
and many a transfer has witnessed a display of the Aurora – what a way to be welcomed! Depending
on when your flight lands, you will either have a packed dinner during the journey or dinner in the
restaurant on arrival.
You can head to your cabin or hotel bedroom (Aurora permitting) to enjoy your first peaceful night in
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the very north of Finland.
*Arrivals which do not meet the group transfer times will be subject to a private transfer supplement.
Included Meals: Dinner
DAY
2

SNOWSHOE TOUR IN THE SACRED VALLEY AND NORTHERN LIGHTS HUNT

After breakfast, you will be issued with your cold weather clothing which will be yours for the duration
of your stay. Once everyone is properly kitted out the introduction to the Arctic starts with lessons in
snowshoeing.
Take a short trip with your guide and learn about the flora and fauna of the region and how to identify
the variety of animal tracks dotted across the snow. You will also be shown how to light a fire – an
essential skill in these parts. The activity will last approximately 2 hours.
Back in Utsjoki, you may wish to hone your new-found skills by making use of the free snowshoes or
cross-country skiing equipment available to guests. Alternatively, you may choose to spend the
afternoon enjoying the tranquillity and natural beauty of the area.
Dinner will be served in the on-site restaurant after which you will have the opportunity to seek out
the Aurora during a Northern Lights hunt. The guides here are all local experts and know all the best
spots from which to view the Aurora. The method of searching for the lights will be decided locally by
our team. This may be a short snowshoe hike, hunt by minibus or snowmobile-pulled sleigh ride. They
can also provide advice on how to photograph them too. With their expertise, this introductory search
will hopefully be successful, affording you your first sighting of the Aurora Borealis. You will be out for
approximately 2-3 hours tonight.
Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
DAY
3

REINDEER SLEIGH RIDE, LOCAL CULTURE AND HUNTING THE NORTHERN
LIGHTS

Appropriately, your hosts in Utsjoki are Sámi reindeer herders and it is just a short walk to their
reindeer corrals. Here you can help feed the animals before enjoying a short reindeer-pulled sleigh
ride.
Pausing en-route for a warm drink, your guide will tell you about the lives of the herders and the way
in which reindeer are pivotal to the culture, traditions and economy of this region. This activity will last
for approximately 2 hours.
You’ll be back at your accommodation in time for lunch at the on-site restaurant and the afternoon is
free to enjoy the surroundings. If you are eager to experience more of Utsjoki, why not try one of the
additional activities available in the 'Personalise' section.
After dinner, you’ll meet with your guide who will discuss the current weather and solar conditions

Speak to us on 01670 785 012
bookings@theaurorazone.com

www.theaurorazone.com

PAGE 5

before heading out on a second Northern Lights hunt in the local area.
Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
DAY
4

FREE DAY FOR OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES AND AURORA HUNT

Following breakfast, you will have a free day to enjoy Utsjoki as you please. There are plenty of
optional daytime and evening activities which you can see in our ‘Personalise’ section. The options
include a tour by car to the shore of the Arctic Ocean or an excursion into the northern wilderness.
You might also want to walk into town or visit the Giisá village hall and make the most of its handicraft
store and café.
After dinner, the Aurora hunting continues apace by one of the methods already detailed. Fingers
crossed they will come out and reward you with your efforts and bid farewell before you travel home
in the morning.
Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
DAY
5

DEPARTURE

Today, you will be transferred back to Ivalo Airport for your journey home. If your flight is early in the
morning, you will be given a packed breakfast rather than eating in the Holiday Village restaurant.
Included Meals: Breakfast

Personalise this tour
Our pick
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Scenic tour via snowmobile-pulled
sled
The focus in Utsjoki is on enjoying the stunning
wilderness here in the very north of Finland. This scenic
snowmobile-pulled sled tour is an ideal way in which to
sit back and enjoy the rugged wilderness fells. This trip is
ideal for anybody looking to capture Utsjoki’s natural
environment on camera.
Duration: 3 hours
Minimum: 2 people

Other options
ACTIVITIES

Cross-country skiing
Cross-country skiing is like a religion in Finland and has
been a method of transport for the Sámi people for
generations. It is alleged that the Sámi have used skis as
transportation for almost 6000 years and one of the
oldest skis was found in the nearby municipality of Salla.
It is also very enjoyable and a fantastic way in which to
explore the untouched wilderness.
Experience a real sense of silence as you enter a nearby
forest, which opens out onto the vast landscape. You may
encounter some of the local wildlife such as elk, hare and
willow grouse and your knowledgeable local guide will point out any animal tracks within the snow.
There will be a break for warm drinks en-route.
Duration: 2 hours
Minimum: 2 people
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Winter fishing
In Utsjoki, ice fishing is perhaps the most popular winter
activity for locals. Join an experienced guide and learn
the secrets behind this popular Arctic sport. You’ll be
transferred by snowmobile-pulled sleigh to a nearby
frozen lake where your guide will drill holes in the ice
using a special drill called ‘kaira’. Then, it’s your turn to
do some work as you attempt to catch Arctic or Salmon
Trout from the icy waters below. Whilst you are fishing,
your guide will prepare warm drinks over a campfire.
Duration: 2-3 Hours
Minimum: 2 people

Tour to the Arctic Ocean by car
After breakfast, you will be driven across the border into
Norway to the magnificent Varangerfjord and the fishing
village of Nesseby. A trip will be made to the nearby
Sámi museum to learn more about the indigenous people
of the Nordic countries, and you will also find out about
contemporary Arctic Ocean life. Time will be made to
visit a ‘seita’, or Sámi worship site, and there will be a
picnic lunch along the way. Heading back, a stop will be
made at a Sámi handicraft workshop in the village of
Tana.
A minimum number of four participants is required for this activity to take place.
Duration: 5 hours

Snowshoeing
Snowshoeing is a fantastic and ecological way in which to
explore the surrounding nature of Utsjoki. This particular
trip will lead you across a beautiful wonderland towards
the snow-covered forests whilst your guide gives you an
insight into the surrounding nature and the diverse flora
and fauna which can be found north of the Arctic Circle.
You may even spot some wildlife for yourself with both
moose and reindeer common in this area.
Duration: 2 Hours
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Included Accommodation
Other options are available - see below for details.

Holiday Village Valle (Nights: 1-4)

Holiday Village Valle is a unique destination for those looking for magical wilderness surroundings and
genuine cultural experiences. This Sami owned accommodation is surrounded by idyllic fells and the
remote nature of the accommodation allows for truly dark skies when seeking out the Northern Lights.
Holiday Valle offers a homely, peaceful atmosphere in this truly tranquil region. The cultural aspects of
the Sami people are particularly evident in Utsjoki and this family owned accommodation allows an
insight into this century-old way of life which has survived throughout the ages in this truly remote
region.
Holiday Village Valle itself offers an impressive range of accommodation options and a fantastic
restaurant offering a wide range of local delicacies, specialising in traditional dishes enjoyed by the
Sami people. The produce is hunted and gathered creating a fresh and enticing taste of Lappish
cuisine.

Facilities
• Enjoy the sweeping views from the terrace of the surrounding wilderness and the River Teno.
The unique location of this accommodation means that you can see into neighbouring Norway
• Sample traditional Lappish dishes in the renowned Deatnu Restaurant which offers an enticing
selection of local cuisine, including traditional dishes enjoyed by the Sami people
• Contact friends and family from the remote surroundings of the Lappish wilderness with use of
the hotel's free Wi-Fi service

Room Types
Twin/Double:
The brand-new hotel building opened in December 2016 and contains 12 cosy twin rooms Ideal for
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couples and small families (as some rooms are connectable). Each room is equipped with comfortable
twin or double beds, a private bathroom, a television, hairdryer and tea and coffee making facilities.
Grandpa’s Villa (Sleeps up to 8 persons):
This spacious and modern suite is set amidst stunning scenery and has 4 cosy twin bedrooms. Guests
can take advantage of a well-equipped dining area with a kitchenette and a roaring fireplace. A
homely living room with a flat-screen TV, a private sauna and shower, two bathrooms and a hairdryer
are also included.

Other accommodation options
Contact us for a personalised quote.

Riverside Cottages

These traditional cottages overlook the nearby river and have a traditional and homely feel. Each
cabin has two spacious bedrooms, a cosy living room with kitchenette and delightful open fireplace. A
sauna, shower and private bathroom shared between the two bedrooms are also included. They are
more rustic than the more recently built nearby hotel but they are a wonderful and cosy place to relax
outside of activities and we feel represent good value for money.

Image Credits: Holiday Village Valle

The Specifics
Holiday group size (approximate)
This holiday requires a minimum of 2 people to run, however, we require a minimum of 8 people for
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our flight allocation. Maximum 24 people (approximately). Please speak to our Travel Experts for
further information.

Group Size
We always try to provide an approximation of the group size you can expect to be with for the
duration of each of our holidays. It may be that you are joined by others for parts of your holiday (such
as transfers and particular activities) but the above number reflects those you can normally expect to
be with from beginning to end. If group size is something which is particularly important to you,
please speak to our Travel Experts and they can suggest the best holidays for you.
Tailor-made holiday group sizes will vary for all activities as will the group size for any additional
activities you book.

Minimum numbers required for a holiday to operate
Some of our holidays require a minimum number of participants to operate (as listed in the ‘Group
Size’ section). If your holiday departure has not yet reached the minimum number, you will be told at
the time of booking. In the unlikely event that your chosen date is not guaranteed by nine weeks
before your scheduled departure date, we will contact you to discuss the available options as per
our booking conditions.

Minimum and maximum age
If a specific minimum age applies to this holiday, it can be found in the Key Facts box on the holiday
Overview page.
Unless otherwise stated in the Key Facts box on the holiday Overview page, the minimum age for
participation in an Aurora Zone holiday is typically 12 years old (there may be younger children in
some destinations who have booked with other companies). If an adult-only environment is important
to you, then please contact our Travel Experts and they will advise on the best dates and destinations
for you. If you are looking for a holiday designed specifically for families then please see our sister
company www.activitiesabroad.com.

Itinerary amendments
The order of activities listed in this agenda is provided for guidance only, your final and detailed
itinerary will be provided either with your final travel documents (which are uploaded into your online
account around a week prior to departure) or upon arrival.

Terms and Conditions
Our full booking terms and conditions can be found on our website: https://www.theaurorazone.com/
booking-conditions
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